A TRIBUTE TO JOHN ENNS

VA Then John Enns’ name is mentioned
in conjunction with Westgate, the
question often arises: “Good Grief

Is he still there?” To date the response has

been an emphatic “Yes!" He is sill vital,

still upright, still available when needed,
still willing to pitch in at every turn. As has
been the case for the last 36 vears of

Westgate's 47 year history, he is still a

ieally excellent teacher and valued staff

member. Yes, he is certainly still all there!

But he retires in June. Several Westgate:
parents approached me at Westgate's
glorious production of iver to bemoan
that fact, and to ask whether I thought he
might be persuaded to stay for another
year—"", . .until my son/davghter
graduates.” What better testimony could a
retiring teacher have?

Jobm Enns: The Administrator

I first got to know John Enns as an
administrator. As the principal of Westgate
he took a chance on hiring me, a middle-
aged woman who had been a stay-at-
home mom for sixteen years. At that time,
with only one secretary for support, he
dealt with all the practical concerns that
come with running a school, all the
demands of the Department of Education,
all Board, church, staff and student issues,
payroll, donation receipt writing, efc. In
spite of his numbing worldoad, he took
time to give me the support and
mentoring I needed to integrate
comfortably into a junior high seiting,
since all my early teaching experience had
been in Senior High. Thank you, John.

After teaching at Westgate for just three
vears, John Enns was persuaded to take
on the role of principal at a time when the
school’s enrollment had dropped and
there were no applicants for the job.
During his seven-year administrative stint
anumber of important decisions were
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made which significantly affected the
tenor of the school:

m The Westgate support structure was
changed from a private society school
with individual membership to a church
school with conference support.

m Connections ameng other Canadian
Mennonite independent schools weie
formally established. John Enns was a
founding member of the Canadian
Association of Mennonite Schools
(CAMS). Westgate and MBCI Choir Tours
in 1978 were catalysts for the first Choeal
Festin Rosthern with four schiools
involved. The following vear saw the first
CAMS Conference—a refreai/inservice/
professional development opportunity for
teachers feom Mennonite schools across
the country—took place at Blackstrap in
Saskatchewan.

m The music program grew and
flourished with the introduction of a
Junior High component.

m Westgate's first building addition was
constructed, including the gvm, office
space, library, senior lounge, cafeteria,
staffroom, and additional classroom
space. The first fall during which the mew
gym was in use, Wesigate Knights were
inspired to win the AAA Provincial
Volleyball Champienship. School spirit
among students soared.

m The Department of Education mandated
that all independent school teachers be
certified. Teachers’ salaries were set at
95% of School Division of Winnipeg No. 1,
with an additional professional
classification category allowed for
theological training. Timetabling was
implemented to accommodate some
teacher prep time. As teaching conditions
improved, staff morale went up and hiring
qualified personnel became easier.
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m The first Cyciathon took piace in john's
first vear as principal. The highly successful
student fundraiser and community picnic
continues to this day, contributing
substantially to projects and programming
at the school.

Jobn Enns: The Teacher

However, in spite of his fine administrative
skills, John's first love was teaching.
Accordingly, once the building project was
completed and enrollment had increased
from 84 to 192 students, he opted 1o go
back into the classroom.

It was a good decision. Today his prowess
as a math and AP calculus teacher is
undisputed, and he has prepared countless
students for success at various universities
in math-related fields. John himself
considers his involvement on the Provincial
Mathematics Curriculum Commitiee as one
of the most satistying experiences he had in
his many vears of teaching, As the new math
curriculum was heing developed, he chose
to pilot the program. In the process he
created many innovative materials and
devised strategies which are being used by
math teachers across the province today.

Contined on page 2




Above: The Beadle (Fraser Thomson) gets ready to
address his troops. Below: Nancy (McKenzie Hill) and  Fagin (Curtis Carrick) as the willing victim, Below: The bumbling doctor (Scott Bargan)

Above: Ofiver (Danica Penner) quickly gets the hang of picking & pocket or two with

chiecks awt Oliver's heaith as Brownlow (Zachary Peters) looks on in amazement.

Beats (Linday Penner) share the small pleasures of
T

TRIBUTE coniimned

Bt mathematics is not the only subject
wrest in which John Enns exocls, When he
first arvived o Westgase, it was a5 an
English tew her than hee meade his mark
Weslgite grads from those early wears
fondly recall the enthusizsm he generated
in his classes for good lileratore and for
creative writing, Amd how many Jniors
High stdents have enjosed learsing from
him in woodshops, builkling beuiful and
uzeful gifts for Mother's Day, gifts often
dheigned by John himesedl with coreful
attention paid 1o the skill levels of his
niwice cahinetmakers.

John Enns iz also known to be o team
player. He listens well, perceives needs or

insecurities, and is quick o help as best
he can, In my first vear as a Grade 9 math
leschier | had the privilepe of
collaborating with him, to my benafit,
When one of thee subsequent principals
hiaed alifficubty timmetabling—a truly
daumting exercise in any scheol, but
particularly so at Westgate with its many
options and caly two classes at every
grade level—John did it. When sets
el ter b basilt, John was there, When
there was no one lo create 3 sel design for
thie schaso] opereta, John did i When a
cover wies navcbl for tie school calenlar,
John came up with one of kiz artistic
phetopraphs, When someone wis neecdel

#0 drive the bus, John had the appropriate
licence. les been happy to help with all
the Ouidoor Foluction programs, shether
it s meant camping with Grade 85 or
canoving in the wilderness with the Marsh
anwl Mountain Club. Sudents leve boked
forward to his beawtifully structured
chapel meditations which reflect a
practical theology as well as a deep fith,
In short, his willingness 1o help coupled
with his wisdlom, his experience, his
wrtiste ahilities, and his pracical skills,
mache many things possible i Westgate,
seeminghy capable in 2l directions, John
Enns has surely been Wesigae's
Renissance Man. w Helpne Riesen

Perapeciive



KARL FAST,
RESPECTED
EDUCATOR

academically and spictoually infloentizl

feacher al Westgake Mennoniie
Collegiate, passed avay afier a long
struggle with Parkinson's Disemse. As 2
frormer stnchent of Westgate, 1, along with
iy others, bed the honeur of directly
experiencing his devtion 1o God, which
shome brightly throagh all his actions.

Born in Augnst, 1921, Kard grew up
during o period of great mrmoil. During
his early vowh, Karl witnessed the
horrors ereed by the rihiless actions of
twe Sandiet pegime which sought, throush
artificial famine and frced relocation, o
hreaks the spirit of those who opposed
vt rle.

Even with the slight subsiding of Sovict
terror, Karl found his life once again
shuped by monumentu political sents,
With the armibes of Burope mobilized and
plunged deeply into war, the invasion of
the Soviet Union by Hitler's seemingly
unstoppable army altered the lives of
many Mennonite youths, including Karl's.
At the age of 18, he entered the Red Army,
and subsequently never again saw his
mother or siblings. After a skirmish with
the Germans destroyed his battalion, Karl
fled to escape both the Germans, who
considered him an enemy, and the Red
Army, who considered him a traitor for
not dying with his battalion. He eventually
found shelter in a Mennonite village in
Ukraine, where he taught for two years
and met his wife Margaret. Ten days after
his marriage, the entire village, along with
other German and Mennonite villages in
the area, was evacuated and the villagers
followed the retreating German army out
of Soviet Russia. In Poland, Karl
experienced the same fate as so many
other ethnically German men who could
speak both German and Russian fluently.
He re-entered the war, this time in a
German uniform. Somewhere in Hungary,
the Soviet army captured him and placed
him in a Russian prisoner-of-war camp.
Five years later, Karl emerged as one of the
300 out of 3,000 people to survive the
camp.
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Ilh\pﬂl of this past vear, Karl Fast, an

In 1949, after reuniting with his wife
Margaret wnd meeting his si-vear-old
danghter for the fira dome, K and his
family immigrated 10 Canada. Instend of
succumbing 1o anger and hinerness over
his experiences, kel embrced his
chance ai 2 new beginning, and promised
o that b wondid fill his life with
mezuning by lving owt his gratimade 1o God
and serving God in every way possible.

Nine vears after imimigrating to Canac,
Kaurd hielped found the Mennondoe
Educational Institute, which was kiver re-
e Westgate Mennondte Colleggate.
The formation of this school fulfilled
Fard's dream of providing an educational
emvironment for children that combined
both scademic and religious instruction.
espectally impontant for chibilren of
parents from the Soviet Union, who had
been unable to be educated in this way.
Karl not only participated as a founding
father in the creation of Westgate, but also
spent 12 years as a teacher here.

As a beloved teacher at Westgate, Karl
embodied integrity, honesty, fairness,
dedication to Westgate, and total devotion
to God.

Along with his regular teaching duties,
teaching Deutsche Sprache, Kirchen und
Mennonitengeschichte, Religion, and
Glaubenslehre, he also directed school
plays. As fundraising activities for the
school, these productions were large and
very popular affairs which would run
three evenings. Although Karl worked the
students hard, his genial personality at
rehearsals created pleasant memories for
his students. Werner Becker remembers:
“One time I recall that, during a
rehearsal, he felt T was walking a little too
casually, maybe too slouched over. He,
himself, of course, always maintained a
stiff military-like bearing, despite being a
Mennonite. He said to me, ‘Werner, Du
gehst immer so als ob Du keine Knochen
hast!" That comment has stuck with me. I
think through the many hours he spent

directing the school dranis, he showed
his dedscation o the school and its
students and even his memorable
Comiment by me was done in o godd-
neutred fashion.”

Wstgate studems also respectid Kul's
ability o twen the hoerific and painful
memories of his sperienoes s a youns
i dmie the gifi ol historical stories,
which helped them learn e history of
Mennomites in the Sovied Union. As Fried
Backer remembars, Kar lecturod in grea
dlietai] abann his experiences in 2 Rissian
wur camp.

John Enns, who taoght with Kard, rocalls:
“1irst met Karl Fast in Seplimber of
106, From my first encounter, i1 was
apparent thar he was a man of impeceahle
manners whi might well make the Queen
Blusgh. e paid meticulons anention &
detail; the details of his personal
appearnce, the details of his lessons, and
the detals of his students” lves. One
infections ditail of his characier was his
wust for life. 1tk a force of mammoth
proprtions b0 wipe the warm smibe off
his face. He was strict in lis expectations,
but never unkind in the administration of
justly-deserved discipline. Karl challenged
us all to do and to be our best.”

After leaving Westgate, Karl became a
consultant for modern languages at the
Department of Education, where he
realised another dream: working with
people of all nationalities and providing
teachers and students with curricula and
materials to tackle language programs.
During the Trudeau years, as French
immersion programs and multiculturalism
spread throughout Canada, Karl Fast,
responding to demands within the
community, helped to introduce language
programs in Hebrew, Ukrainian, Filipino,
and German.

“Find your passion and live it” are the
words that Karl Fast lived by. His spirit
remains with us and is reflected in the
lives of the many people he touched
throughout his lifetime. m Ruth Dyck

Mr. Fast’s family has set up a trust
fund, the Karl Fast Scholarship
Fund, which will make annual
awards to Westgate students. If
you wish to contribute to the
fund, please contact the school.



MIDDLE EAST TOUR:
CULTURE, CONFLICT AND CHRIST

Mr. James Friesen leaned heavily on his recent voluntary service
experience to lead 12 Senior 2 and 4 students and three chaperones
through Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Palestine for 18 days in late March,
The travellers experienced many pleasures and challenges as they were
immersed in bustling ancient cities, exposed to cultural and religious
differences, and witnessed political decisions that deeply affected the
people of the region.
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BAPTISMS

Several of our supporting churches have
informed us of curvent Westpate stdents
and alumni whe have chogen 1o be
Daapiseed ihis year.

Charfexweod Mennonite Churcl
Ptrick Frivsen Dramie] Wighe:

Kirat Friesen Mark Epp-Thiessen
Suranne Braun Tyler Nraun

Banglas Mennoniie Chwrch
Christine Derbsen  fessica Dyck

Rab Mauer Hariid Schellenberg
{thris Daesch Jeremy Krocker
Forl Garry Mennon fie Fellowship
Buochy Pelers Jorpe Garcia

Home Streel Menpanile Charel

Andrew Rulchopp

Newrdly Kildenverie Mewnanite Chitreh
Tracy Leclair Merrmie: Ruclehaop
Trever Leckir

Sargent Avenne Mennonile Church
Danie] Enns Michael Enns

Tom Ens Brian Luzny

Spefngficld Helghts Menn, Church
Kevin Kampen

Springstedn Mennonite Chirel
Nathaniel Wiehe

MOSICIANS OF
NATIONAL DISTINCTION

Luke Nickel (Sr. 3) and Chloe Rew (5r. 4),
and Kevin Penner ("02), were chosen for
the National Youth Band, They spent
three weeks rehearsing and travelling
through Saskatchewan with other
young musicians across Canada. Earlier
this spring, a piece Luke composed was
performed at the Concert Hall by the
Winnipeg Youth Symphony.

Six Weastgate students were part of the
Manitoba Band Association Intermediate
Honour Band: Kimberley Peters (5r. 2),
Heather Peters (Sr. 2), Yuri Kim (5r. 2),
Karin Ens (5r. 2), Brock Peters {5r. 1) and
Graeme Shalton (5r. 1). Anna-Laure
Koop (Sr. 1) and Krzsytof Cychowski

(Sr. 1) were selected as alternates. This is
the largest number of Westgate
students selected to a Manitoba Honour
Band and Westgate had the second
largest number of students in honour
band from one particular school,




CAMS NATIONAL
CHORAL FESTIVAL

CELEBRATES ROSTHERN
JUNIOR COLLEGE'S
CENTENNIAL

i Menmonite High School Choirs from

Ctario 10 British Columibia fownd
W) their wary o Rosthern Junior College
fowr twor s of rehearsals in preparation
fowr the Choral Festival Celebration. The
gathering was a very intentonal decision
by CAMES (Canadian Associmion of
Menmonile Schools ) administeaors o
mcet in Rosthern o colebrate RJC's
Centenniol. Along with Westgale,
participating schocls included Rosthemn
Jumtior Callesges | Bostherm, Saskaichewan),
United Mennonite Educational Instmte
{Leamington, Omviario), Rockway
Mennonite Collegiae (Kitchener,
Ointario), Sheinhach Christian High
School (Steinbach, Manitoba),
Mennonite Collegiate Instinie (Gretna,
Manitoha) and Mennonite Educational
Institute { Abbatford. Beitish Columbia).
Also included in the weekend schedule
were 1 visl by Batoche Nationzl Historical
Site, a social evening of choirs
performing for each other, o jazz band

g and o wind dewes o mpans don e
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Areat churchies welcomed the high school
singers into their churches and their
homes. The Osber Mennonite Church
eraciously billcted Westgaie, From
milking cows, o plaving mimes, 1o

s king in o bt b, the Osler are
Tamilies welcomed us into heir omes
i warmly hosted our dudente. 18 was o
privilege to lead in the worship service on
Sunicky morning,

The weekend, and in particular the
Sunday afternoon concert, profiled the
role that choral mosic plays in our
schoals, our churches and our families.
Jodin Wiche, from Fdmonion, AR, was the
guest conductor for the weekend., His
energy and vouthful pess, a5 well as his
dedicaion, connected well with the high
school singers. The celehmtion’s
highlight wees certainly the concer ai
Bethany Place on Sunday aflernoon.

As the CAMS Choral Festival Concer

unfolded on sunday afternoon, those in
thio

attnnedamne had smsonm in ol
o HiE
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once--century event, Never again will
Mennonite school choirs anther to
celebrate the legacy of 100 vears of RJC's
historv. Bevond the honouring of a
school's sy, the moo hours of music
prowed Lo e 2 spirituaily moving
experience as we witnessed the passion
of the 260uwoios mass choir as they sang
of God's love for us.

A concert highlight was the performance
ol Faitffiefmess, by Audrey Falk Janzen—
a piece specifically commissioned for the
100eh anniversary of KIC. The apening
words of the sang, “How decp the
Faber's fove for us, bow visi bevond adi
mezsure, confirmed for everyone what
this celebration was all aboue, Many
thanks 1o BJC for their planning and
hosting of the Choral Festival—it was
real 1o ba o part of this wondierdful
weekeml. w Ms. Gadl Seballenbery

Me. Sclhollenberg, Principal, also weres
s Chair of Canadian Associarion of

Millaas annandin Confun il
SER P FTIE OULRITRS,
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Westgate exhange 5r. 1 students and their partners from Maont St Hilaire,
Quebec across from the Notre Dame Cathedral in Montreal, Vive I'histeire!

5 Perspective



ALUNINI NEWS ERIKA RITA BOCK

The Gewerrew General's Silver

Mecdal for the h'ghest standing In

The University of Winnipeg awarded iu?:zﬁiz:;g;:@ for G 0 L F T 0[] B NA H E N T

COLIN SHELTON (702 two bey awands  he highest standing in Science

this past seademic yeur. Colin won the {"ﬁ:a‘ wu';“‘ll' ) '
Fsbert 1*, Purves Memorial Schokrship g::h::ﬁ;?; ﬁf::::;' "

v a Millenninm Bxezllznce Award. The

lamer recogaisad Colin's Keen interest in HEATHER LYNN GRAYDON

innowaiinn Gald Meda! for achisverant in

Seciole H
RICHARD FEATHERSTONE ('8§) aciolegy (Honaurs course).
dropped by foe avisit and a tonr in earky

April He had s been to the school vear a5 a member of the Bizon polf ieam
since graduation and was intrigued by and has been co.captain the lust o
Tiad whiat replaced “the mansion™ in sesons. Bison coach Garth

which he hael expericnced Wiz wwdhranckan says, “10s Bri's
classcs. Rick s a service manager for determinaton and efiort to Inprove his

Ocean Traiber based out of Caleary. Bick pame that kas eotten him where be =
lives: with his wife Eate and his nine vear  today. I vou were 1o pick a moded of

old son Kyan in High Kiver, Alberta, what we want our players to work

whare he s his son enjoy dirt biking towards, Brian is thal persor.”

annl hikdng i the moams. Kormelsen, who has had top 15 finishes in
BRIAN KORNELSEN ("00) was the Last twor Manitoba Amatenr

homcured recenthy at the Universin of Championships, will ronnd out his Bison
Manitoba Athletic Bunguet as the carver with his eammates looling (o

outstncling male golfer for twe 2004- capune 2 Cangcian Universiny Goll
2004 season. Eomelsen, a Managemeam championship af the Duncan Meadows
studlent, is compledng his G0l ol lina Gl Course in BC from Juae G-10, 2005,

SOUTH CENTRAL ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
HONOURS SCHOLAR ATHLETES
n May 25, 23 sudent athletes from Westgate were honoured, along with neardy 500
Osu.ﬂenls from the other 11 schools that make vp our conference, for their
execllenee in aeademivs ad sporl. Each student met (he eriteria of compeding on
al besasd iwo infer-schoo! s and mainiining an S0% aerage. We congrbulle our
sudent athletzs for their achisvement and their excellent represeatation of sur school.

SENIOR 1 SENIOR 2 SENIOR 2
Chloe Bishap Alix Krahn Lukiis Desuplas
Frin Braun-Jauzem Karla Miller Lincksry Pemmer
- Cory Funk Anna DBshouty Caza Kennedy
KEEDING UD WiTH mick Gamble Rahel Reaner Kaitlin Rempel
TE':H HDLGE? Anneke Hildehrand Nick Miller
©n lanuary 10, 2005, eight Rarchre] Hil bzl Kale Wiele
students from Mrs. Ruth Drycke's Glendla Penmer I"hil Dznicds SENIOR 4
Computer Science 30 ] Karina Bemnpel Andrew Frovse
time to d a computer Gatbriclle Wiche Curlis Garrick
entitlead "Digital Christina Janzen

held at Mennanite

for learning ATEACHERINMOTION » B b b b 5 4o

ng new ideas in the Tanis Thiessen is one of 25 teachers across Canada actepted to attend the
tachna orld, induding digital EinsteinPius National Teachers Workshop on Modern Physics in July in
—— | Waterioo, Ontarlo. The sesslons will focus on the key concepts of flelds,
ULyl B refativity and quantum mechanics, and affers the teackers an opparturity to
disceres physics and physics education in a lahoratony setting
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